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COLD OPEN

FADE IN:

INT. ROSALITA’S - NIGHT

Alex, Jane, Brad, Max, and Penny sit chatting in a booth. 
Dave enters and slumps down in an empty chair.

ALEX
Another satisfying day slinging 
steak?

DAVE
What can I say? The people of 
Chicago need steak sandwiches, and 
I go where the people need me. I’m 
like a “Sandwich Mother Teresa”. 
You know, except from the back of 
an old truck. And in exchange for 
money. And people put what I give 
them in their mouths...

JANE
That metaphor really got away from 
you. 

DAVE
Alarmingly fast.

PENNY
Well, speaking of men and 
sandwiches-

MAX
My two favorite things. But not in 
that order. Wait- yes in that order. 
Stop making me choose, you guys!

Everyone stares at Max, then ignores Max.

PENNY
Any-weird, I can’t wait for you all 
to meet my dreamy new man. He’s 
handsome, funny, ferret-less, and 
he runs his own food business, 
making gyros. (note: pronounced “ye-
ros”)

ALEX
I love those things! But I thought 
they were called “jy-ros”, like 
with a “J”.
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PENNY
(patronizing)

Oh, sweet, provincial Alex. In the 
exotic homeland where he brought 
his family recipe from, it is 
pronounced “ye-ros”. 

JANE
Ooh, where’s he from?

PENNY
(reluctant)

Ohio.

DAVE
Wait a second... gyros... no 
ferrets...

PENNY
Yeah, I thought you might already 
know him, Dave. His name is-

DAVE
Derin Samamras!

PENNY
Derin Samamras.

PENNY (CONT’D)
So you do know him?

DAVE
Know him?! That guy is the worst, 
Penny! He’s been my biggest 
competition ever since he opened 
his truck last summer. He’s like an 
evil, cunning, manipulative... 
wang!

BRAD
This guy also has a sandwich truck? 

PENNY
It’s called “I Need A Gyros”.

JANE
Like the 80’s song. That’s clever. 

DAVE
Hello?! What about my truck, “Steak 
Me Home Tonight”?

JANE
Meh, little on the nose. 
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DAVE
Pssht! “I Need A Gyros”. More like, 
“We Don’t Need Another Gyros”. Am I 
right guys?

Everyone stares blankly.

BRAD
Far from your best work.

MAX
(piping up)

No wait... sandwiches, then men. 
But what if it’s a man who’s 
holding a sandwich... and what if 
the sandwich... is delicious?

(shakes his head)
Why do I always end up in these 
“Sophie’s Choice” situations, 
guys...

As the group again ignores him...

FADE OUT.

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT ONE
FADE IN:

INT. ROSALITA’S - LATER

Everyone still hangs out. Away from the booth, Dave and Jane 
watch Max play pinball.

DAVE
Penny can’t really be that into 
Derin, right? The guy’s a total 
wad. Just last month he took my 
favorite parking spot, pilfered all 
my new “Steak Me Home Tonight” 
napkins, and he made me forget to 
call my Grandma on her birthday. 

JANE
Pretty sure that last one was your 
own fault.

DAVE
Was it, Jane? 

Jane rolls her eyes and walks back over to the group.

DAVE (CONT’D)
I haven’t even told you about the 
worst time. Just last month...

POP TO:

EXT. STREET - MORNING (FLASHBACK)

Dave whistles as he hops into his sandwich truck.

DAVE
Chicago Sandwich-Con 2012, prepare 
to have your breath steak-en away.

Dave turns the key, but the engine sputters and stalls. He 
jumps out to take a look at the back of the truck, reaches 
down to the tailpipe and pulls out... a gyros sandwich!

Just then the “I Need A Gyros” truck cruises by, blaring the 
theme to “Beverly Hills Cop”. As it drives off Derin laughs, 
while Dave shakes his tzatziki-covered fist. 

Off Dave’s impotent rage:

POP BACK TO:
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INT. ROSALITA’S - CONTINUOUS

DAVE
Can you believe that? He actually 
“Axel F-ed” me right in the 
tailpipe!

MAX
Yeah, I stopped paying attention a 
while ago. But while you were 
telling your boring story Derin got 
here to pick up Penny.

Dave’s looks over and sees DERIN (early 30’s, handsome) with 
Penny. Dave’s eyes narrow intensely, ala the moments in “Kill 
Bill” where Uma Thurman spotted an enemy. 

Derin on the other hand is all friendly smiles. Dave walks 
back over to the group.

PENNY
...I know, we totally look like an 
age-appropriate Ashton and Demi. 
Hey, Dave!

DERIN
Dave, long time no see. How’s the 
steak business treating you?

DAVE
(furious)

Where’s... my... napkins?!

DERIN
Pardon?

DAVE
Don’t play games with me. Where are 
they? Brad, hold his legs, I’m 
gonna check his pants!

Brad stands, and Jane pulls him back to his seat.

PENNY
Dave, the only person who gets to 
take this boy’s pants off is moi-
truly. Speaking of which...

Penny drops cash on the table, and yanks Derin out the door.

DERIN
(yelling back)

It was delightful to meet you all...
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JANE
Well Dave, that was a proportionate 
response... to him blowing up your 
family and/or place of worship. 

DAVE
I hate him so much! Did you guys 
see what a jerk he is?

ALEX
You mean in the past 5 minutes when 
he bought a round, offered to drive 
Brad to the airport next week, and 
brought us all delicious baklava?

Everyone holds up a piece of baklava. Alex holds 3 pieces.

DAVE
(to himself, intense)

What is your game, Samaras...

BRAD
I don’t know why you’re so worked 
up. I’m sure Penny’ll be through 
with him and onto a new guy before 
you can say “smothers relationships 
due to fear of dying alone”.

DAVE
“A new guy”... That gives me an 
idea!

BRAD
It wasn’t meant to...

Before Brad can finish, Dave stands, drops some cash, and 
bolts for the door. Alex reaches for her purse.

ALEX
Alright y’all, let’s “make it rain”.

Brad shakes his head in disapproval to Alex. Max returns.

MAX
Oh yeah, right. Brad, could you 
cover me tonight? I was gonna bring 
some money, but then I remembered I 
don’t have any money.

BRAD
Come on, man, this is the third 
time this week I’ve had to cover 
your ass. And I work hard for my 
money. “So haaard for my money.”
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JANE
What did we say about Donna Summer 
in public?

BRAD
I can’t keep all this soul inside 
forever, Boo. 

MAX
You see, really I’m doing you a 
favour. What’s the point of you 
working so hard if you don’t get to 
show off and look like a bigshot in 
front of your friends?

BRAD
I do enjoy looking like a 
bigshot... Fine, I got this time. 

MAX
Thanks, bro. Later y’all, I gots 
some Marios in need of Karting. 

Max quickly exits. Brad throws extra money down on the table.

INT. ALEX’S STORE - THE NEXT MORNING

Alex stands at the counter typing on her laptop. Jane enters.

ALEX
Stupid computer! Work more smarter!

JANE
Did “the computer” accidentally e-
mail spring break pictures to Nana 
again?

ALEX
No! I’m trying to do inventory, but 
it’s saying my merchandise count is 
like $300 off. 

(to computer)
Judas!

JANE
Maybe you’ve been moving more 
merchandise than you thought...

Jane scans the store. It’s empty of shoppers, except for one 
WEIRD GUY (40’s, trench coat). He coughs. 

JANE (CONT’D)
...to that guy.
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ALEX
Oh, that’s just Donald. He comes in 
here a lot to hang out. He’s cool, 
but don’t mention the White Sox... 
Or, uh Mexicans. 

Jane casually walks over to watch Donald. When he thinks no 
one is looking, he reaches for a skirt.

ANGLE ON: Donald grabbing the skirt, and stuffing it into his 
coat. Suddenly, a shape from off-frame tackles Donald.

JANE
Ahhhhh... Jumanji!!!

Alex finds Jane holding Donald on the floor in a half-nelson.

JANE (CONT’D)
I’ve got him! Quick, we can 
waterboard him for information in 
the bathroom!

ALEX
Donald, how could you? And after I 
let you put all those creepy 
pamphlets by the register...

While Donald awkwardly breaks free several skirts and bras 
fall out of his coat. He flees from the store.

DONALD
Don’t judge meeeee...

JANE
That solves the case of the missing 
merchandise. Though you should 
probably burn all that merchandise.

ALEX
That was the coolest thing I’ve 
ever seen! Way better than that 
deep-fried root beer at the summer 
carnival!

JANE
All in a day’s work...

A beat as they watch Donald run down the block.

ALEX
Did you just yell “Jumanji”?

JANE
...Yes.
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ALEX
So cool...

The girls high five. 

INT. DERIN’S APARTMENT - EVENING

A tasteful one bedroom. Penny sips wine on the couch while 
Derin chops vegetables. 

PENNY
It’s so nice to date a guy who 
actually knows how to cook. And who 
owns multiple plates. And none of 
the plates are also frisbees.

DERIN
Nothing but the best for my girl.

PENNY
It was so great introducing you to 
my friends last night. I think they 
really liked meeting you.

DERIN
You mean they liked watching us 
make out?

PENNY
Making out was my favourite part, 
so it only stands to reason.

DERIN
Your friend Dave didn’t seem to 
enjoy any of it.

PENNY
(nervous)

What? Dave? Problem? I’m unaware of 
any problems hey did my bra just 
come undone by itself you should 
check-

Derin walks over and takes her hand.

DERIN
Penny, it’s okay. Dave and I both 
understand the sandwich game - we 
call ourselves “Breadheads”. 
Sometimes we have a bit of healthy 
competition. If he’s a friend of 
yours, it’s just a great excuse to 
get to know him better. 
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PENNY
You had me at “Breadheads”. 

Penny pulls Derin down onto the couch.

INT. ROSALITA’S - SIMULTANEOUS

Max finishes a burger and watches the game. Brad enters.

BRAD
Dude, you still up for the 9:45 
showing of “Fat Momma’s Day”?

MAX
But I wanted to go see “The 
Explosioning”.

BRAD
Considering I’m gonna end up paying 
for your ticket, that means I get 
two votes. And I vote that we’re 
gonna watch Dame Helen Mirren play 
some fat mommas. 

MAX
You’re not necessarily gonna have 
to pay for me.

Brad eyes him skeptically.

MAX (CONT’D)
Okay, even still, I’m a man. A 
grown man, and I deserve a vote, 
and I wanna see that hot guy who 
played Magneto blow stuff up!

BRAD
Sorry bro. Money talks. 

MAX
Well fine. Then Max walks!

Max stands and storms out. The waitress walks by and gives 
Max’s bill to Brad.

WAITRESS
There’s the bill.

BRAD
Oh come on!
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INT. EMMA’S - THE NEXT MORNING

Penny and Dave sit at a table. She looks at a menu.

PENNY
Dave, this is a fantastic idea. 
Nothing livens up a lousy work 
morning like not being at work. 
Plus brunch!

DAVE
Just happy to spend time with a 
good friend, Pen.

PENNY
That’s really nice to hear. After 
the other night with Derin I 
thought you might still be all 
“anti-Team Perin”. I was gonna go 
with “Team Denny”, but it just 
makes me think of pancakes. 

(sets down the menu)
I know what I’m ordering now, btw.

DAVE
No worries friend. Whatever you 
choose to do is fine by me.

(looking up)
Oh wow! Shawn? Shawn Fillmore?

SHAWN enters (30’s, handsome). 

SHAWN
Hey Dave, great to see you. 

DAVE
Likewise! This is my friend Penny. 
She enjoys yoga, medium-priced 
wines, and secretly the stand-up 
comedy of Howie Mandel. All things 
you enjoy, am I right Shawn?

PENNY
Who knew one inflated surgical 
glove could contain so much truth?

SHAWN
Changed my life! 

DAVE
This chemistry is off the charts! 
Maybe you and my old college buddy 
Shawn could discuss it over dinner.
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PENNY
Dave, do you remember that boy I’ve 
been frequently smooching?

DAVE
Come on Penny, you and Derin have 
only been dating a couple of weeks. 

PENNY
(to Shawn)

Sorry, you seem dateable, but this 
lady’s spoken for. Speaking of...

Derin enters and joins the three of them.

DERIN
Hey babe, thanks for the invite. 
What’s going on?

PENNY
Just Dave trying to set me up with 
his old college buddy. 

DERIN
(offended)

Really? I’m so glad I special-
ordered these cupcakes with little 
frosting steaks on them.

Derin takes out a fancy cupcake box.

DAVE
Cup-steaks? Well played again...

SHAWN
Wow, this is your boyfriend? You 
know, I didn’t say this in my 
profile, but I’d for sure be open 
to an M-M-F threesome.

PENNY
Profile?

Penny, Derin, and Shawn all look at Dave.

DAVE
Our history may not be as lengthy 
as I once led you to believe. 

SHAWN
Yeah, all games aside, I replied to 
an eHarmony profile for you last 
night, but I ended up getting Dave, 
which was strange...
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DAVE
True, but then I told him how great 
you are... 

SHAWN
Exactly! Soooo, you two wanna do 
this thing or not?

PENNY
David!

DERIN
I thought better of you, Dave.

DAVE
Don’t you start...

(then)
Come on Penny, do you know how many 
guys turned me down before I found 
one weirdo willing to meet you like 
this? 

(then)
Okay, poor arguing tactic. Okay, I 
messed up. I’m just trying to do 
something nice for a friend. 

PENNY
Well thanks for the support, 
“friend”. You know what Dave... you 
are not nearly as nice a guy as you 
think you are. 

Dave is taken aback.

PENNY (CONT’D)
Team Perin out.

Penny and Derin exit. Shawn puts his arm around Dave.

SHAWN
That was pretty rough. So... do you 
know any open-minded ladies we 
could call up?

As Dave reflects on his ill-conceived plan...

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. ALEX’S STORE - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

The store is actually mildly busy. Jane enters and walks over 
to her at the counter. 

JANE
Look at you, with all the commerce.

ALEX
A tour group got lost on the way to 
the Chicago Museum of Apartheid - 
but some of them stayed to shop! 

JANE
Way to go! Marginally better than 
apartheid.

ALEX
I know! Jane, thanks again so much 
for taking care of that shoplifter. 

JANE
What’s the point of studying krav 
maga if you can’t help your little 
sis? Well, I better go- Hey!

Jane walks over to a woman (30’s) who is awkwardly trying to 
put on a sweater.

JANE (CONT’D)
Careful with the merchandise, lady. 
It’s a sweater, not a used Stretch 
Armstong.

Jane eyes the customer until she puts the sweater down. Alex 
rushes over.

ALEX
(apologetic)

It looked great on you...

Jane is now walking around the store, with Alex following. 
She stops in front of a man (30’s) sitting in a chair.

JANE
Hey bub, this is a business, not a 
rest home. Do your loitering 
someplace else.
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ALEX
He’s just waiting for his wife. 

Alex points to the woman who was stretching the sweater. 

JANE
Good, they can both leave together. 

(to Alex)
Lucky I stopped by. With all these 
hooligans around I can definitely 
keep an eye on things ‘til I head 
into work. Or maybe I could take a 
personal day...

Jane walks over to the counter. The Sweater Woman, her 
husband, and all of the other customers exit. 

CUSTOMER
I can’t imagine anyone being 
treated worse! Come on everyone, 
let’s go to the Apartheid Museum!

As Alex looks worriedly back at her sister...

INT. BRAD AND JANE’S APARTMENT - EVENING

Brad walks in, exhausted from work. He turns on the lights to 
see Max has erected a crude tent in the livingroom.

BRAD
Max, what are you doing here? We 
vowed no more sleepovers after the 
“Great Marshmallow Fires” of oh-
nine, oh-ten, and later in oh-ten.

MAX
Oh, hello oppressor. Welcome to my 
occupation! That’s right, I’m occu-
pizing your apartment, to get back 
for all the class warfare you’ve 
been doing on me! 

(then)
Well, now I am. Before I was 
catching up on “Storage Wars” - I’m 
pretty sure I’ve got a system for 
that figured out, by the way - but 
for now it’s Occupy Brad Street, 
baby!

Happy Endings          "I Need A Gyros"     15.



BRAD
Oh hell no! Those Occupy protesters 
were airing legitimate financial 
sector grievances through largely 
hackysack-based protests. 

MAX
No they weren’t. They were mad at 
Rich Guys being jerks, so the Poor 
Guys turned the tables using the 
weapons of jerkiness and 
smelliness: two weapons with which 
I am all too deadly...

Just then Jane slumps in, also exhausted. Brad and Max both 
run to her, but Max throws his hand over Brad’s mouth. 

MAX (CONT’D)
(like a little kid)

Jane, c’I have a sleepover?!

JANE
Whatever. I’m wiped from walking 
the beat at Alex’s store all day. 
I’ll be upstairs. You boys have fun 
playing... Shanty Town. 

Jane trudges upstairs, having barely looked at Brad and Max. 
Max lets his hand off Brad’s mouth. 

BRAD
Fine, you can stay to-night! My 
lady looked exhausted, and if I 
don’t hurry we may only get to do 
it thrice before she falls asleep. 

Brad rushes upstairs.

MAX
Yeah, I’ll occupy here tonight, and 
as long as I have to until my 
demands are met!

(then)
Oh man, I should come up with some 
demands. 

(then, off the TV)
Oh cool, another “Storage Wars”!

EXT. STREET - LATER

Dave and Alex walk down the street with coffees.
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DAVE
How could she say “I’m not as nice 
as I think I am”? Everyone knows I’m 
even nicer than I think I am! 

ALEX
Dave, you acted like kind of a jerk 
the other night at the bar, then 
you posed as Penny online to set 
her up with a new guy. I don’t know 
if that’s “not nice”, but it’s 
definitely “not sane”. 

DAVE
You don’t understand, this guy is 
like a spiced-meat Moriarty. I’m 
just trying to save Penny from 
making a huge mistake.

ALEX
Real Talk, Dave: Do you actually 
think he’ll be bad for her, or do 
you just not like him?

DAVE
Can’t it be both? Trust me Al, that 
guy is a wolf in stylish-casual 
clothing.

ALEX
Well if you’re really such a “nice 
guy”, you should take the high road 
and go talk to him.

DAVE
You’re right. I should take the 
high road, talk to Derin... and 
trick him into revealing what a 
jerk he is!

ALEX
That’s pretty much the opposite of 
what I-

Dave rushes off.

DAVE
I stopped listening gotta go...

ALEX
Our kids would’ve needed so much 
Ritalin...
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INT. BRAD AND JANE’S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MUCH LATER

Brad snores. Suddenly he is woken up by a loud banging.

BRAD
(half-asleep)

Help me fly, Scottie Pippin!

Brad looks at the bed to find Jane’s half empty.

BRAD (CONT’D)
Babe?

POP TO:

INT. ALEX’S STORE - SIMULTANEOUS

Jane sits behind the counter, drinking coffee from a thermos. 

JANE
(imitating teen girl)

“Oh, we’re just here to look for 
cute purses.” Yeah, you teens think 
I don’t recognize casing a joint 
for a heist when I see it...

POP TO:

INT. BRAD AND JANE’S APARTMENT - LIVINGROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Brad stumbles downstairs to find Max loudly drumming.

BRAD
What the hell, guy?

MAX
Oh, I’m sorry. I didn’t realize the 
one percent was busy trying to get 
its beauty sleep.

BRAD
You know I get my best beauty sleep 
between three and four A.M.! Anyway, 
I am not the one percent, and this 
protest is ninety-nine percent 
malarkey! Malarkey, I say!

MAX
Fine! Apologize for telling me my 
opinions don’t matter, and I’ll 
pack up and go home.
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BRAD
No way, Che... Guevara. You can 
keep drumming all night! I love it!

MAX
Fine!

BRAD
Fine!

Max keeps drumming, and Brad starts dancing the Running Man 
along to the beat. As Max drums harder, Brad dances harder.

EXT. STREET - OUTSIDE DERIN’S FOOD TRUCK - THE NEXT MORNING

Dave parks his truck behind Derin’s Gyros truck. He walks up 
to Derin’s truck - only to bump into Penny, who is leaving.

DAVE
Penny! Hey, I’m really sorry about 
the online dating thing-

PENNY
Save it, David. 

(she thinks)
My unintentional rhyme aside, you 
were way over the line. Next time 
you want my attention, tweet me. 
Hashtag #teamdenny.

DAVE
I thought “Team Denny” reminded you 
of pancakes?

PENNY
We decided that was a positive!

She leaves. Dave turns to be confronted by Derin. 

DAVE
Look, things have gotten kind of 
crazy over the past few days. I’m 
just here to see if we can keep the 
peace. Truce?

DERIN
Well, I guess- oh, excuse me...

Derin is about to sneeze, and pulls out a napkin. He loudly 
blows his nose into the napkin. 

ANGLE ON: The napkin. It reads “Steak Me Home Tonight”.
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DAVE
Bastardo!!!

DERIN
You want your napkins? They’re at my 
apartment. I haven’t had to buy 
toilet paper in weeks.

Dave fumes, then catches himself.

DAVE
(to himself)

Bigger man... bigger man...

DERIN
Look Steak Boy, I hate you just as 
much as you hate me, which is to 
say with the power of a 1000 butane 
grills, but the fact is... I really 
like your friend Penny. Looks like 
I’m just better at playing nice.

DAVE
Finally it all comes out! Look, from 
now on I stay out of your way, and 
you stay out of mine. Because if you 
get in my way again I’ll shove a 
spit so far up your kebab that 
you’ll be rotating for days. Got me?

Dave walks away. 

DERIN
I got you. Or... we could settle 
this now, and make it interesting.

DAVE
Explain.

DERIN
We race. Right here, right now. The 
winner gets to hang with Penny 
whenever he feels like it. The 
loser... stays out of the winner’s 
way forever. For-e-ver. 

DAVE
But the loser would be... “that 
guy”! The guy who always has to 
make excuses to bail on group 
movies, and board game nights-
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DERIN
And potlucks! What do you say? You 
think your meat can beat mine?

ANGLE ON: Dave’s eyes tighten intensely.

INT. ALEX’S STORE - SIMULTANEOUS

Brad walks in, yawning and carrying two huge coffees. 

BRAD
Sweetie, are you here-

ALEX
Hide!

Alex grabs Brad, and pulls him behind a display. 

BRAD
Alex, no, this is wrong!

ALEX
I need your help - wait, what?

BRAD
(realizing his mistake)

Nothing! What’s, uh, going on?

ALEX
Jane’s gone crazy! Ever since she 
caught that shoplifter she’s gone 
all Robocop, minus the tacked-on 
romantic subplot. Look!

Alex points up towards a recently installed security camera. 

JANE
(from the backroom)

Who’s out there!? 
(sweetly)

Oh, hey Boo! Is that coffee for me? 
Thanks pumpkin!

ALEX
She’s gone mad!

BRAD
I’m sure it’s not that bad.

Alex and Brad look at the customer-less store. A tumbleweed 
rolls through, and out the open door.
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BRAD (CONT’D)
Wow.

ALEX
(off tumbleweed)

See? She’s even throwing away all 
the cool antique tumbleweeds I 
bought at the flea market - just 
‘cause they’re a “fire hazard”.

BRAD
I’ve seen this happen before, Al. 
One time our neighbor came in to 
borrow sugar when we left the door 
unlocked, and Jane freaked.

ALEX
What’d you do? 

BRAD
Nothing I could do. Last I heard 
Jane “talked” to him and he moved 
to Saskatchewan. 

ALEX
Gulp.

Penny enters, talking on her cell phone. 

PENNY
I looked at the online profile. He 
listed me as 31... I know that’s my 
real age, but you’re supposed to 
round down by 5 online. It’s like, 
in the Constitution!

JANE
(from the backroom)

Halt! Who goes- oh, hey Penny!

BRAD
Is that Max? May I?

He takes the phone, hits speakerphone, then yells into it.

BRAD (CONT’D)
Get out of my home and probably my 
silk bathrobe!!!

MAX (V.O.)
How did you know? I mean, no! We 
shall overcome!!!

The sound of drumming can be heard from the speakerphone.
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Jane enters from the back, wearing dark sunglasses.

JANE
What’s the commotion out here?

BRAD
Babe, can you make Max get out of 
our apartment? The whole place 
smells like Funions and pit stains.

JANE
Sorry sweetie, already busy fighting 
one person’s battles for them. 

Alex shoots a look at Brad, who shrugs. 

PENNY
Hello, back to my problem? Dave’s 
totes gone off the deep end over my 
sandwich sweetie. What do I do? 

MAX (V.O.)
Relax Pen. We all know Dave’s too 
much of a wuss to keep this going 
much longer. I bet he makes nice 
with Derin any time now.

EXT. STREET - SIMULTANEOUS

Dave and Derin both pull their sandwich trucks up to a 
stoplight. They eye each other competitively. It's intense. 

Each grips the wheel. The light goes yellow, then green... 
then both trucks start to putter along at about 20 mph. 

In Dave’s truck, he keeps checking over his shoulder.

DAVE
Please nothing break... pleeease...

In Derin’s truck, he is similarly worried.

DERIN
Come on, I just finished paying for 
this grill...

As both trucks inch down the street, neither seems to have 
the advantage over the other.

INT. ALEX’S STORE - CONTINUOUS

We see the two trucks slowly pass outside the window.
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PENNY
Is that Derin and Dave... driving 
neither fast nor furiously?

Everyone runs outside to catch up.

EXT. STREET OUTSIDE ALEX’S STORE - CONTINUOUS

Dave spots Penny and the gang. He and Derin turn back to wave.

DAVE
Don’t worry! Nothing to see here-

While turning, Derin swerves and gradually hits a parked car. 
Everything in the back of his truck crashes to the floor. 
Dave cruises along to the finish line. 

DAVE (CONT’D)
Wahoo! In yo face!

Dave parks, and runs back to find the entire group tending to 
Derin, who nurses his right arm.

PENNY
What the hell, Dave? 

DAVE
Just me winning a race! And now this 
sorry SOB has to stay out of my way, 
all the time, forever! High five!

The group all stares at Dave in disbelief. As they do, Derin 
flashes Dave a devious smile.

DAVE (CONT’D)
See, he’s doing it again! Wolf! 
Wolf, I say!

Everyone looks back to Derin, who resumes nursing his arm. 
After a beat a flush is heard from the speakerphone.

MAX (V.O.)
Hey guys, I was in the john. 
Someone tell me what I missed.

As the group glares at Dave...

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE IN

INT. PENNY AND ALEX’S CONDO - LATER THAT AFTERNOON

Penny walks in, slamming the door. Alex sits at the counter.

ALEX
How’s Derin? 

PENNY
He’s fine, except his shaving hand 
is all sprained-up.

ALEX
Oh no! Wait, what?

PENNY
It’s a meat thing. Grrr... I tell 
you, I wish I could sprain Dave up 
good. How did you ever almost-marry 
that guy?

ALEX
I don’t know what to tell you. 
Dave’s always been weirdly 
intimidated by guys he has a lot in 
common with.

POP TO:

INT. MAX AND DAVE’S APARTMENT - EVENING (FLASHBACK)

Dave looks at his laptop, sitting on the couch next to Alex 
and Jane. 

DAVE
Pssht! I’m doing my weekly routine 
search for “Chicago V-Neck Deals”, 
and I found this whole page full of 
so-called “expert recommendations”. 
Time to take this poser to school.

Jane gets up and looks at Dave’s screen. 

JANE
Dave, you’re looking at your old 
Myspace page.

POP TO:
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INT. PENNY AND ALEX’S CONDO - AS BEFORE

PENNY
Wow. Myspace still exists? 

ALEX
So what are you gonna do?

PENNY
Nothing. I haven’t done anything 
wrong. Let Steak-boy figure it out.

(then)
It’s only four. Shouldn’t you be at 
that store you own and work at?

ALEX
I wish, but Jane’s completely 
driving away all my business. Today 
she graduated to yelling at the 
people who come in to ask for bus 
change, and you know what a big 
segment of my foot traffic they are.

PENNY
Sweetie, you have to stand up to 
your big sister. 

ALEX
I don’t wanna. Besides, I’ve got it 
all figured out - I’ll become an 
online business! Check out the 
website I’m working on...

(Alex types on her laptop)
Hey, no! Don’t send that to my 
Nana! Not the pictures from Senor 
Frog’s! Come on...

Penny leaves Alex to yell at the computer.

INT. BRAD AND JANE’S APARTMENT - LIVINGROOM - MUCH LATER

Max snores in his makeshift tent. Suddenly he is woken up by 
a loud mechanical noise. 

MAX
(half asleep)

Protect me John Stamos!
(then)

Wait, what? Brad?

Max looks into the kitchen to find Brad grinding coffee. 
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BRAD
Rise and shine, Luft-Balloons.

MAX
But... my sleepy time. 

BRAD
Well, I’m awake. So now you are too.

Brad loudly grinds the coffee again.

MAX
Fine, use sound as a weapon to 
disrupt my sleeping. It didn’t work 
on Jack Bauer, and I think we can 
agree that he and I are basically 
the same guy. 

Max walks over to the bathroom.

MAX (CONT’D)
As long as I’m up, I might as well 
TCB. Then take a leak.

He reaches for the handle, only to find a padlock installed. 
Brad places a small coin box next to the door. 

BRAD
That’s right. From here on out no 
TCB without purchase. 

MAX
But that’s... oh man, I’m gonna 
drum so hard!

Max grabs his drum, only to have Brad put an arm around him. 
Brad walks him along to a door. 

BRAD
I thought you might do that, Mr. 
Puente. And to show that I respect 
your right to protest, I set up a 
Designated Free Speech Zone. 

Brad opens the door to reveal that it is the coat closet. He 
shoves Max in and closes the door. 

MAX
(from inside, muffled)

Hey Brad, this Free Speech Zone is 
a closet! And there’s no handle 
inside this closet! 

(beat)
Heyyyy...
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Off muffled drumming from the closet...

INT. ALEX’S STORE - THE NEXT MORNING

Jane rushes breathlessly into the store. 

JANE
I got your text! Did those 
suspicious Mormons come back...

ALEX
No, it’s not the Mormons. 

(then, rehearsed)
Jane, I’m glad you came down here. 
Please, have a seat. 

Jane has already sat down. 

JANE
I’m already sitting.

ALEX
Thank you. Now please leave.

Alex closes her eyes and breathes deep.

JANE
What? I thought I was helping out 
around here. Without me, you 
wouldn’t have the deadbolt. Or the 
backup deadbolt. 

ALEX
I’ve already lost the keys to both 
of those deadbolts. Look, I 
appreciate you doing the big sister 
thing and protecting me, but I’ve 
got to look out for myself. Plus, 
you’re like business anthrax. 

JANE
Really? I see myself as an 
effective deterrent and efficient 
problem-solver. If anything I’m... 
business agent orange. But fine. If 
that’s how you feel, I can leave 
you to it and find something else 
to do. 

(realizes)
Oh God, my job.

Jane rushes to the exit.

Happy Endings          "I Need A Gyros"     28.



ALEX
Thanks, Jane. I’ll be fine.

JANE
I hope so. 

Alex smiles as Jane leaves. As soon as she is gone, Alex 
turns and notices that Donald the shoplifter has returned.

ALEX
Oh come on!

CUT TO:

EXT. ALEX’S STORE - CONTINUOUS

Alex forcibly shoves Donald out onto the street, and chases 
him down the block. 

From a dark alley across the street, Jane watches on proudly. 

JANE
My work here is done.

Jane slowly retreats into the alley - only to emerge seconds 
later, reeling and gagging from the odor.

JANE (CONT’D)
Oh God! I can taste it! 

INT. MAX AND DAVE’S APARTMENT - LATER

Brad and Max sit on the couch with beers, watching TV.

DAVE
Dude, this sucks. I tried to be the 
bigger man, but now Penny’s mad at 
me, and it’s all because of that 
pernicious pita pusher.

BRAD
Why you gotta talk like a 60’s 
Batman villain? 

DAVE
I just feel like this is all so 
unfair, you know?

BRAD
Yeah... that’s stupid.
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DAVE
Thanks, I really- wait, what?

BRAD
No, for real, I’m done listening to 
this. Are you gonna tell me that 
one d-bag stealing your special 
napkins is worth messing up a 
friendship you’ve had since you 
were in short pants? Stop being a 
baby. Man up. It’s embarrassing. 

DAVE
This advice is mean advice.

BRAD
Love you too, pumpkin.

Brad turns back to the game. 

DAVE
Well, I tried talking, and that 
ended up in a death-defying 
streetrace. But I think I know a 
language Derin and I both 
understand.

EXT. STREET - OUTSIDE DERIN’S APARTMENT - EVENING

Dave stands on the steps holding a large wrapped sandwich. 

DAVE
(to himself, practicing)

...and that is why, Derin, I have 
cooked you this special gyros 
apology sandwich, made from the 
finest steak ingredients. May it 
symbolize my offering of peace. 

(then)
Alright. Here goes...

Dave walks up the steps, only to bump into Penny exiting. Dave 
cannot find the words. Penny finally goes to leave, when:

DAVE (CONT’D)
Penny me bad!

PENNY
Smooth.
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DAVE
No, Penny, what I mean to say is... 
I’ve been a jerk. Not to Derin, 
because he had it coming...

Penny again goes to leave, but Dave stops her.

DAVE (CONT’D)
But a jerk to you. I’ve been 
childish, and weird, and a lousy 
friend. I’m willing to do whatever 
it takes to be supportive, up to 
and including walking up those 
stairs and bringing this gyros 
apology sandwich to my sworn enemy. 

PENNY
Do you mean that?

DAVE
Absolutely. Promise. 

PENNY
Well good. Apology accepted. 

DAVE
Thanks. Now, if you’ll excuse me, I 
have a reluctant delivery to make. 

PENNY
Except you don’t, because I just 
dumped Derin’s ass.  

DAVE
Yes! Yes!!! I hate him I hate him I 
hate him sooooo much!

(then)
I mean, why what went wrong and how 
can I be there for you friend?

PENNY
I was trying to make him feel 
better after his accident-

POP TO:

INT. DERIN’S APARTMENT - EARLIER THAT EVENING (FLASHBACK)

Derin sits on the bed with his arm in a sling. Penny stands 
in the doorway.
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PENNY
You want me to strip and do what 
with sandwich meats?!

POP BACK TO:

EXT. DERIN’S APARTMENT - AS BEFORE

DAVE
Wow, he asked you for a “BLTease”? 

Penny raises an eyebrow.

DAVE (CONT’D)
It’s not uncommon among us 
Breadheads. It’s a lonely job. The 
mind goes places... uh, not that I 
would know.

(then)
I’m sorry, Pen. I know you liked 
him. I just really wanna see you 
with a guy who’s as special as I 
know you are. 

PENNY
Thanks Dave. You really are a nice 
guy.

DAVE
Well, even when I’m not, I’ve got 
you to smarten me up. 

Dave throws an arm around Penny as they walk down the 
sidewalk, past Derin’s sandwich truck, and around the corner. 

After a moment, Penny runs back around the corner. She shoves 
Dave’s sandwich up the tailpipe of Derin’s truck, while Dave 
frantically plays lookout. The two run away, giggling. 

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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TAG

FADE IN:

INT. BRAD AND JANE’S APARTMENT - LIVINGROOM - LATER

Brad tears down Max’s tent.

BRAD
That’s it, you’re leaving! I’m 
tired of you class warfare-ing me!

MAX
You were class warfare-ing me 
first! And way harder!

Jane walks in, and surveys the fight. 

JANE
Boys! My mind’s been elsewhere, but 
now it’s here and this is going to 
stop. Max, what do you think “class 
warfare” means?

MAX
It means... when he’s got money... 
and you take... capital gains...

Brad laughs. 

JANE
Uh-huh. Brad. What do you think 
“class warfare” means?

BRAD
Uh... when he wants to... and he 
eats my... ‘cause say our bathroom 
is like the Fed...

JANE
I thought so. Congratulations. 
Neither of you knows what you’re 
talking about. I’m taking a bath.

Jane walks upstairs. Brad and Max sit, embarrassed. 

BRAD
If anyone asks, we karate-fought 
each other to a draw.

Max nods. They both silently sit down to play Xbox.

END OF SHOW
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